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Office Phone:  610-682-6064
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[image: image1.wmf]
THE MISSION OF

NEW JERUSALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH:

We are a group of people who

gather together in friendship and love

to worship God, to spread God’s Word,

and to care for God’s people.
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AYEAR or NEW BEGINN





Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Happy New Year!  That is how I greeted God’s people at the beginning of worship on December 1—the first Sunday of Advent.  In the Christian church, Advent is the first season of the church year.  The beginning of a year is a time for renewal and hope.  In the weeks ahead, we will carry forward those themes of hope and renewal.
On Sunday, December 29, we will celebrate the new hope we have in the Babe of Bethlehem.  As a part of our worship services, we will share the stories behind some of our favorite Christmas carols.  What does “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” and “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” have in common?  What Christmas carol was written after the author had visited the Holy Land?  What Christmas carol was written to help young children understand the second article of the Apostles’ Creed?  What Christmas carol—at least part of it—was authored by the angels?  What Christmas carol was written in the years leading up to the Civil War?  (In many ways, it reads like a plea for peace).  The answers will be given during worship on Sunday, December 29!!!

On Sunday, January 5, we will hold the Blessings of the Toys Service.  Children of all ages are invited to bring a toy that they received at Christmas to be blessed.  Also, on January 5, we will observe the Blessing of the New Year.
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Fellowship



I hope you can be with us as we turn to our Lord for hope and renewal in our lives, our faith, and our church.  May we all have a blessed New Year filled with peace.

In Christ’s name,

Rev. Marilyn Hasemann
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WORSHIP & MUSIC INFORMATION




JANUARY SIGN-UP SHEETS — We are in need of Flower sponsors for January 5, 12, 19, and 26; Bulletin sponsors for January 12 and 19; Altar Guild volunteer(s); Sanctuary Candle sponsor; a Communion Bread sponsor for January 5; and Communion Set-up volunteers for January 5 and 12.  Thank you to everyone that signed up.

2014 SIGN-UP SHEETS are now available in the narthex.  Please consider where you are able to serve God and your church.  Areas where sponsorship is currently available:  Altar Flowers—$35.00 per week, Sunday Bulletins—$7.00 per week, Children’s Bulletins—$5.00 per week, and Sanctuary Candle—$15.00 per month.  Volunteer areas that are available are Altar Guild, Communion Bread, and Communion Set-up.  Thank you!

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES:
December 29 – Celebrate the new hope we have in the Babe of 

    Bethlehem (We will share stories behind some of our favorite 

    Christmas carols.)

January 5 – Blessing of the Toys Service and Blessing of the New Year 

    (Children of all ages are invited to bring a toy that they received at 

    Christmas to be blessed.)

January 12 – Baptism of Our Lord and remembering the Baptism over the 
    last year:  Daniel Paul Gehman.  Holy Communion will be celebrated.
February 2 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany and Souper Bowl Sunday.  
    Holy Communion will be celebrated.
CONGREGATIONAL AND ANNUAL MEETING:

    The Congregational Meeting scheduled for December 8 was cancelled due to a lack of quorum.  Council has decided to hold it in conjunction with the Annual Meeting. This important meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26, 2014 after the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  The snow date has been scheduled for Sunday, February 2, 2014.

    The agenda for the Congregational Meeting includes:

1. Election of council members.
(continued on next page)

2. Proposed 2014 budget.

3. Survey ballot for members to express their preferences for the use of bequest gifts (Moyer, Sharadin, and Bortz).

4. Ballot to designate organizations and amounts for congregational benevolence gifts.

    The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to receive the annual reports from the congregation.  A quorum of 35 members is needed to conduct congregational business.  Please plan on attending this very important meeting.   Thank you!
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 PLEASE NOTE:  The Church office will be closed on Wednesday, January 1, in observance of New Year’s Day.

LOAVES AND FISHES group is sponsoring a free fellowship meal to be held on Tuesday, January 21, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 121 S. Home Avenue, Topton.  Everyone is welcome!

DEADLINE for February 2014 newsletter is Sunday, January 12.
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THANK YOU for your generosity to everyone who donated to the Brandywine Food Pantry at the Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 27.
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INCLEMENT WEATHER CANCELLATIONS - In the event that Church and Sunday School need to be cancelled, you can do any of the following:  Listen to WFMZ, WAEB 790 AM, or watch Channel 69 news. You may also call the church office at (610) 682-6064 and there will be a recording on the answering machine on Sunday morning if any services or events are cancelled.  We also encourage you to call a member or guest that may not have heard about the cancellation.



       Growing In The Spirit –
Prayer Committee
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       A vow for the new year
Making plans for your life in the new year?  Could it be that God already has a plan for you and is patiently waiting for you to make that plan a reality?
When one considers how everything seems to have a purpose in nature (atoms, genes, plants, animals, etc.), it makes sense to believe that each of us has a purpose as well.  On the other hand, if all of creation seems to have just happened without any reason, then this means our minds and spirits must have no reason or purpose as well.  How can we trust them?

But believers trust that there is a great Intelligence that brought everything into existence.

There is a Mind and a Heart at the center of all creation.  If that’s the case, then life can only make sense when we seek what the Creator has in mind for us.

Jesus, who knew the Mind and Heart of God better than anyone who ever lived on Earth, once said to the erring Peter:  “You are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things” (Mark 8:33, NRSV).

Setting our minds on human things can get us into trouble.  That’s why it often seems we live in a crazy mixed-up world.  How can life ever be fulfilling, without the purpose God has for that life?

To set one’s mind on divine things leads us to consider the one vow we should take seriously for the new year.  Your will, Lord.  Your will and nothing else.

- Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter
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May the New Year bring us:


Enough happiness to keep us sweet;



Enough trials to keep us strong;


Enough hope to keep us lively;



Enough sorrows to keep us dependent upon God;


Enough failure to keep us humble;



Enough success to keep us eager;


Enough friends to give us comfort;



Enough wealth to meet our needs;


Enough enthusiasm to keep us looking forward;



Enough faith to overcome despair;


And enough determination to use every day



and situation somehow for good.

- Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter
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WE are collecting Labels for Education.  They will be given to Brandywine Elementary, Topton.
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BRANDYWINE FOOD PANTRY – Here is a list of the current pantry needs: canned fruit (pineapple, apricots, peaches, fruit cocktail), canned chicken/ham/turkey, spam, cereal, rice (white, brown, wild), penne pasta, elbow macaroni, shells, ziti, egg noodles, canned/boxed potatoes, pinto beans, kidney beans, Hamburger Helper®, Chicken Helper®, canned spaghetti, Chef Boyardee® lasagna/beefaroni/ravioli, macaroni and cheese, tomato sauce, pancake mix, cookies, crackers, canned chili, canned stews, chocolate pudding, flavored jello, creamed corn, vegetable juice, stuffing, canned carrots, canned wax beans, sugar, ramen noodles, ketchup, coffee, tea, hot chocolate, oatmeal.  Thank you for your continued support!
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Please pray for:  (current list)  Cliff Barlet, Karl Fenstermacher, Phyllis Fenstermacher, Dennis Guinther, Erma Guinther, Gary Guinther, Virginia Guinther, Lucille Jones, Diane Keller, Sheila Long, Mary Merkel, Lloyd Moyer, Betty Musser, Mildred Reinert, Betty Stoudt, Robert Berger, Jolyn Blankenbiller, Ruth Bridegam, Marvin and Marie Brunner and family, Evelyn Collins, Irene Faust, Kenneth Frederick, Hannah and Lily Moore and family, Paul Noll, David Pyle, Betty Radcliff, Lananh Rissmiller, Jack Stoudt, and peace in the Middle East.
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(long-term)  Baby Ella, Corrine, Elise, Patrick Collins, George DeLong, Dominic Derr, Sgt. Kyle Didyoung, Alice Epler, Thomas Fry, Denise H., Corinne Hersh, Mae and Dickie Hertzog, Paul Hertzog, Shirley Hertzog, Barry Hoffman, Barbara Katz-French, Ken Kershner, Paul Kershner, Kimpland Family, Francis Kline, Linda Kline, Jack Krause, Stella Labe, Thomas Leavy, Kelsey M.-P., Erma Noll, Irene Noll, Elijah R., Marian R., Mary Rash, Edith Reifsnyder, Billy Renno, Joyce Rothermel, Joshua S., Janet Schlegel, Roberta Singer, Jean Smith, Adam Sobolewski, Frances Walter, Ken Walter, Echo Z., PFC Jacob Baker, MM3 Elise Barlet, Major Jeromy Guinther, and the mission of our church.
[image: image21.wmf]
Epiphany’s Significance
     The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6 each year.  The name comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to show or to manifest.”  The ending date of the Epiphany season is determined by Ash Wednesday, which is determined by the date of Easter.

     Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or wise men, to worship the infant Jesus.  The significance of Epiphany for Christians is that it symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by Gentiles, or non-Jews.

     The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Jesus, the Light of the world.  Symbols for the season include light, a star and the color green, which represents life, growth, hope and eternity.

- Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter
Three-Month Worship Schedule
JANUARY
* 5
10:00
AM
Second Sunday of Christmas – Holy Communion (W)
 12
10:00
AM
Baptism of Our Lord – Holy Communion (W)



▪ Remembrance of Baptisms

*19
10:00
AM
Second Sunday after Epiphany (G)

 26
10:00
AM
Third Sunday after Epiphany (G)
FEBRUARY

( 2
10:00
AM
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – Holy Communion (G)



▪ Souper Bowl (breakfast)
  9
10:00
AM
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (G)

*16
10:00
AM
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany (G)

 23
10:00
AM
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany (G)

MARCH

* 2
10:00
AM
Transfiguration of Our Lord – Holy Communion (W)
  5
 7:00
PM
Ash Wednesday – Holy Communion (P)




▪ Imposition of Ashes

  9
10:00
AM
First Sunday in Lent (P)

 12
  7:15
PM
Lenten Midweek (P)

*16
10:00
AM
Second Sunday in Lent (P)

 19
  7:15
PM
Lenten Midweek (P)

 23
10:00
AM
Third Sunday in Lent (P)




▪ Healing Service

 26
  7:15
PM
Lenten Midweek (P)

*30
10:00
AM
Fourth Sunday in Lent (P)
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 FELLOWSHIP DATES:


 ( * ) Fellowship after worship

 ( ( ) Breakfast before worship
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January Birthday Celebrations



  

 3   Dennis Guinther



 
 5   Wilma Herman



 
 6   Bertha Bennecoff



 
 8   Arlan Conrad




10   Norma Conrad




12   Charles Merkel




14   Holly Allen




14   Keith Boyer




15   Myles Angstadt




16   Lester Barlet




18   Gary Guinther


 

20   Roy Merkel





21   Jonathan Allen





29   Darla Stout





30   Ted Eshbach





30   Lloyd Moyer
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Birthday accidentally omitted from December newsletter:

   
       Dec. 16
 Elwood Cleaver

January Anniversary Congratulations


       7
  Richard and Goldie Carl (58 years)
Please let the office know if your

birthday/anniversary is not listed or there is
an error so it can be corrected.
New Jerusalem Lutheran Church

Statement of Accounts

November 30, 2013

Asset Account
      Balance


Memorial

$ 23,255.54

Thrivent

5,173.67

Checking

13,840.50

Youth

964.46

Fidelity

162,428.67

Cash Reserve

23,793.40

Endowment CD

11,123.80
  November 2013 — ‘Actual’ vs. ‘Required’ Income


                                      Income

                                     Required              Actual 


Income Used For:        Per Month            Income                Delta


Operating Expenses
    $ 8,219.58
         $ 8,339.00 *          $ 119.42

* Includes $2,500.00 ESTIMATED Profit from Shoo-fly Pie Bake
Income Required per Month —
Based on 2013 Budget Passed by Congregation


  
                JANUARY 2014 A C T I V I T I E S


January Service Assistants & Sponsors
	DATE
	GREETERS
	READERS
	ACOLYTES
	FLOWERS
	BULLETINS

	1/5
	Joshua Keck
	Gladys Kline
	Lilly Jones
	(sponsor needed)
	Dale Schwoyer


	1/12
	Joyce Rothermel
	Erma Gajewski
	Derick Wartzenluft
	(sponsor needed)
	(sponsor needed)

	1/19
	Dan Bailey
	Dawn Wengert
	Madison Cleaver
	(sponsor needed)
	(sponsor needed)


	1/26
	Denny Beshore
	Kathy Bailey
	Madison Musser
	(sponsor needed)
	Linda Moyer



ALTAR GUILD:  (volunteer needed)
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS:  Gladys Kline
SANCTUARY CANDLE:  (sponsor needed)
COMMUNION BREAD: 1/5 – (sponsor needed); 1/12 – Dale Schwoyer
COMMUNION SET-UP:  1/5 – (volunteer needed); 1/12 – (volunteer needed)
COUNCIL PERSON:  George DeLong, 610-223-4037
(Please sign up on the sheets on the bulletin board in the narthex where you are able to help.  Thank you!)
