October 2014 
            


        


        Volume 24   Issue 10
THE GOOD NEWSLETTER

of New Jerusalem Lutheran Church

27 Lyons Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522

E-mail:  njelchurch@windstream.net
Website: NewJerusalemLutheranChurch.weebly.com
Office Phone:  610-682-6064

[image: image9.png]


Church Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9:00 a.m.–12:00 noon
THE MISSION OF
NEW JERUSALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH:

We are a group of people who

gather together in friendship and love

to worship God, to spread God’s Word,

and to care for God’s people.
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Fall brings change, and it can be beautiful! Fall brings colored leaves and the oranges, yellows and purples of pumpkins and mums, and sunny days when the temperature varies from brisk to warm, not too hot and not too cold. The harvesting of fields speaks to us of great abundance. Yes, fall brings change and it can be beautiful!  

But some people dread what comes next: dry leaves, bare trees, increasing darkness and intensifying cold. Many have trouble seeing beyond the changes that they dread. They focus on what is being lost and have trouble believing that the world is, as always, being
re-formed. They have trouble trusting that not only will the end product (spring and summer) be beautiful, but there can be many wonders and great beauty to be experienced in the process.

As always, God’s word and Word (Jesus) calls us to be re-formed, ever changing into something closer to what God wants us to be. Our lessons for worship this month remind us that: 1) what we have is not our own; we are just occupants, caretakers, of what belongs to God; 2) in the midst of change God calls us to rejoice and invite others to join in the abundance and joy that is ours; 3) even civil/political processes are part of how God works in the world; and 4) no matter what threats or changes we experience, God is our refuge and strength, a very present help and assurance.

In my short time with this community called New Jerusalem, I have heard a lot of concern about changes that the congregation is facing: diminished attendance at worship, fewer young people, inability to do the activities that were once so well-attended and brought in revenue for the maintenance of ministry, of losses and scarcity. At the same time I witness great abundance and hope for the future, God’s future. What do you see?

I see great hunger for the word and Word, openness to learning from God. What a strength! I see great caring for one another and those beyond this building. I experience great love, wisdom and sense of belonging in those I visit who can no longer attend worship with us. I see an abundance of energy and willingness to roll up ones sleeves and pitch in where needed. What do you see? What do you envision that God might do with the abundance present in this community? While the gifts with which God presently blesses us are different from those with which the community has been blessed with before, they are no less valuable nor abundant.

May God continue to open our eyes to the beauty and riches that surround us. May God assure us that God is not finished with us, but is, instead, in the process of re-forming us. May God assure us that during this season of re-formation God is bringing forth something with beauty and value which we can only begin to imagine.
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Pastor Ruth
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WORSHIP & MUSIC INFORMATION




UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES:

October 5 – World Communion Sunday
October 26 – Reformation Sunday
November 2 – All Saints’ Sunday

November 23 – Healing Service

PLEASE NOTE: As previously agreed upon with council, Pastor Ruth will be away October 8th to 26th on unpaid leave for an event that had been booked before she accepted her position with the congregation. If pastoral care is needed during this time, please call George DeLong at 610-944-9012.

OCTOBER SIGN-UP SHEETS - We are in need of an Altar Guild volunteer(s) for October. Thank you to everyone that signed up.
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY – On Sunday, November 2, we will remember all the church’s saints who have passed to the Church Triumphant. As is our tradition, we will light one candle for each of the members of New Jerusalem that have died since the last All Saint’s Sunday. At this time: Gary R. Guinther, Cody J. Seaman, Mary E. Miller, and Phyllis A. Moyer.
OLD PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED! Do you have any photographs (old or new) from New Jerusalem that you would like to share? We would like to use them for our 175th Anniversary Celebration. If you would like to share any of your photos, you can mail them to the church office. All photos will be returned. Thank you for your help!
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is Sunday, October 19.
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FABULOUS FALL FLING (co-sponsored by the Lutheran Home at Topton and the congregations of the East Berks Mission District, ELCA) This FREE event will be held on Saturday, October 4, 2014 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Topton Lutheran Home. Rain date: October 5th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. There will be fun for all ages, including: music, snacks, yoga, children’s crafts and activities, games, hiking, labyrinth walking, chair massages, and more.

[image: image15.wmf]FLEETWOOD COMMUNITY CROP WALK IS FAST APPROACHING! It is time to spread the word, Fleetwood and surrounding communities are out to overcome hunger one step at a time. This is a great year to be a part of such an ecumenical event. Join with all our brothers and sisters and find out just what it means to be part of CROP. Fleetwood Community CROP Walk is Sunday, October 12, 2014. Registration begins at 12:15 at Fleetwood High School Stadium. Walk begins at 1 p.m. If you have any questions, please call Cheryl Weiser at 610-683-8010 or email auntcjw1@aol.com. Remember, keep walking and together we can overcome hunger one step at a time. 
LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES (LCS) announces a six-week “Journeys through Grief” support group to be held on Wednesday evenings October 15–November 19, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at St. John’s United Church of Christ, 139 N. Fourth Street, Emmaus. There is no fee to participants, but you do need to register. Please contact LCS at 610-770-9205 or by email at www.lutherancongregationalservices.org.

LOAVES AND FISHES – Free community meal will be held Tuesday, October 21, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, Home Avenue, Topton.
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SPAGHETTI DINNER – New Jerusalem will be holding a Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, October 25, 2014 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Dinner includes salad, bread, beverage and dessert. Cost for the meal is $9.00 for adults.
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We need your help! A sign-up sheet is located on the table in the narthex to volunteer your time to help at the dinner or if you would like to donate any food items for the dinner. Thank you!
RECONCILED WITH GRIEF: SHINING A LIGHT ON SILENT SUFFERING IN THE CHURCH COMMUNITY – A workshop presented by Lutheran Congregational Services will be held on Saturday, November 1, 2014 from 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. at Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, 3461 South Cedar Crest Blvd., Emmaus. The cost is $10.00 per person or no more than $30.00 per congregation. Workshop topics: 1. prayer, vigil and worship practice after death of a member; 2. “what can I do, what can I say” – how to respond individually and as a community of faith; 3. end of life financial considerations. Please contact Pastor Ruth if interested in attending.
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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church

Statement of Accounts
August 31, 2014
      Asset Account                                Balance

      Memorial
$ 25,631.54
      Thrivent
6,018.55
      Checking
7,256.83
      Youth
964.89
      Fidelity
171,626.68
      Cash Reserve
24,140.04
      Endowment CD
11,150.48
August 2014 — ‘Actual’ vs. ‘Required’ Income

                         Income

Income            Required        Actual

Used For:       Per Month      Income            Delta

Operating

Expenses         $9,787.08    $4,863.55   ($4,923.53)
Income Required per Month — Based on 2014 Budget Passed by Congregation

CHECK OUT NEW JERUSALEM’S NEW WEBSITE – You can log on at newjerusalemlutheranchurch.weebly.com. 
Let the church office know of any comments or suggestions you may have.
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THANK YOU to everyone who helped serve french fries at the Oley Fair on Thursday, September 18. We served eighty-five 40 lb. bags of fries which equals 3,400 lbs. of potatoes. – Virginia Guinther
A NOTE OF THANKS – Just a note to thank you for all your thoughtfulness. It was greatly appreciated. Thank you so much! – Paul C. Hertzog
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Please Remember the Following

in Your Prayers:

Please pray for:  (current list)  Anna Angstadt, Dallas Angstadt, Cliff Barlet, Bertha Bennecoff, Jean Deysher, Karl Fenstermacher, Erma Guinther, Paul Hertzog, Sheila Long, Gladys Luckenbill, Mary Merkel, Linda Moyer, Lloyd Moyer, Harvey Noll, Irene Noll, Mildred Reinert, Warren Reinhart, Joyce Rothermel, Betty Stoudt, Arlene Yob, George Christian, Shelly Eller, the Ellis family, Marilyn Franzi, Myles Hansbury, Corinne Hersh, Lauren Kinney, Mike Krick, Patricia Noll, Lananh Rissmiller, Russell Roeder, Andrew S., Josh S., Theresa S., Jerry Schwambach, Tom Spraut, Jack Stoudt, Karen W., Veronica White, all our military personnel serving around the world, peace in the world, especially the Middle East and the Ukraine, and all those affected by the Ebola outbreak.
[image: image22.wmf](long-term)  Samuel Behm, Shirley Hertzog, Erma Noll, Ralph Harris, Mae Hertzog, Jack Krause, MM3 Elise Barlet, Major Jeromy Guinther, and the mission of our church.
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BRANDYWINE AREA CHURCHES FOOD PANTRY – Below is a list of current needs. The highlighted items are items they are currently low on. Canned fruit (any variety), cake mixes (any), canned meat (spam, tuna, turkey), cereal, coffee (regular and decaf), tea bags, mustard, Chef Boyardee products, Progresso soup, pudding, pancake mix, flour, pickles, fruit juice, vegetable juice, toothpaste, paper towels, sloppy joe mix, ketchup, cooking oil, sugar, salad dressing, jelly, rice cakes, spring water (gallons), deodorant, shampoo/
conditioner, and toothbrushes. Thank you for your continued support.
GROWING IN THE SPIRIT

- PRAYER COMMITTEE

New Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church. Will she survive? This place where we come to worship each Sunday — how long will it last? Membership is dropping as it is in many churches. However, a handful of people cannot carry the load of a congregation who had a much larger membership years ago. We need to search our hearts and souls and realize what we lose if we don’t come and support OUR place of worship.

Yes, sports are fun, get-togethers are important, but one hour a week — is it really too much to ask that we give God ONE HOUR!

When we see how ethics and morals are deteriorating in our country, is it really the time to turn away from God? If ever we needed to be close to him, it is now.

Please don’t just read this article. Pray about how you can help us to get back to being an active, caring congregation once again. We need to be closer to God, not further away from him.

Join us and help save our church by attending worship – we need you.

God bless us all.
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CRUISE FOR A CURE
[image: image26.wmf]The 2014 Cruise for a Cure was held on Saturday, September 6th. Although there was a forecast of thunderstorms for the latter part of the afternoon, we still decided to have the event. We were very fortunate that we only had a bit of light rain and very little thunder and lightning. This occurred around 3:30 p.m. or so and quite a few people left with their hot rods. However, we still had a good amount of people remaining so all the prizes could be given away to the lucky winners. We had about 180 vehicle owners participate and many spectators. Some people left their show vehicle at home, but still came to the cruise to look at the cars and join in the fun and fellowship.

As always, everyone was so helpful getting everything ready prior to the event, throughout the day and with the cleanup afterward. Thank you for your donations of fruit, beverages, desserts, raffle prizes, food and other items. We know a lot of people come especially for the great food being served. It’s wonderful how so many of you are volunteering to make this event a great success for our Relay for Life Team and The American Cancer Society.

Again we received fantastic raffle and door prizes from our church family, business suppliers, customers and friends. Every year we have a few businesses give donations of merchandise who haven’t even been asked for a donation. We feel in awe of everyone’s generosity. But it seems cancer has affected every family in one way or another, and everyone wants to do whatever they can to help eradicate this dreadful disease.

The proceeds received are as follows: admission from cruise cars $2,132.00; spectator admission $682.00; raffle drawing $1,921.00; wall hanging drawing $87.00; 50/50 drawing $159.56; food and beverage sales $3,092.25 and special donations to the American Cancer Society $1,516.32 which totals $9,590.13. Again most of the food was donated, so we only have a few hundred dollars in expenses. After the expenses have been tallied, a check will be presented to ACS in the near future.

Again, THANK YOU for your support and dedication to this event. In our own small way we join with thousands of other Relay for Life teams to Celebrate, Remember and Fight Back to create a world with more birthdays.



- Larry and Faye Dey
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Equals at Communion
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   After saving England from 
   Napoleon’s threats in 1815, the Duke of Wellington achieved hero status. One Sunday, as the duke approached the altar for communion, a poor man from London’s streets, wearing rags, knelt beside him. The indignant minister whispered for the vagrant to move away. “Don’t you realize this is the great Duke of Wellington?” he asked.

     When the duke overheard, he responded, “Leave him alone. We’re all the same here. The ground is level at the cross.”

     That’s the spirit in which we celebrate World Communion Sunday on the first Sunday of October. Paul says believers share the Lord’s Supper by partaking of the “one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:17). Everyone at the communion table is equal in God’s sight, needing his forgiveness and grace.

(Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter)
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Which of the following statements impressed Martin Luther, a leader of the Reformation?
  A. “I am not ashamed of my good works.” 
  B. “I am not ashamed of the laws of Moses.” 
  C. “I am not ashamed of the gospel.” 
  D. “I am not ashamed of my God.”
(The correct answer is in Romans 1:16.)
Answer: C
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'VERBUM DOMINI MANET IN AETERNUM'
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Latin for 'The Word of the Lord Endures Forever,' this motto of the Lutheran arm of the Protestant Reformation comes from 1 Peter 1:25. Frederick the Wise, ruler of Saxony and one of Martin Luther's earliest and most powerful defenders, had the VDMA symbol sewn into the right sleeve of the official garments of his court. The symbol also appeared on banners, flags, swords and uniforms, representing the unity of the Lutheran laity in defending their beliefs.

      (Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter)

BUILDING GOD’S KINGDOM


On Reformation Sunday, as we think about Martin Luther, the 16th-century reformer of the church, we rejoice that God raises men and women in every era to lead movements, which serve the kingdom of God. According to Luther, “Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man could stake his life on it a thousand times.”

It was faith that helped Luther become such a daring and courageous leader. Columnist Walter Lippmann once wrote: “The final test of a leader is that he leaves behind him, in other men, the conviction and the will to carry on.”

Of course, that applies to both men and women – and it certainly applied to Luther.

God calls men and women out of the world to learn the meaning of commitment, love and service. God then sends those men and women back into the world to put their commitment, love and service to work. That’s how the kingdom of God is spread and how God’s church remains alive and healthy.


  4
Scott Beshore

  5
Richard Boyer

  9
Erma Noll

13
Edna Conrad

14
Clay Angstadt

14
Marlowe Greis

14
Jessica Rahn

19
Gladys Kline

20
Phyllis Fenstermacher

20
Tina Howell

20
Blane Musser

22
Warren Reinhart

24
George DeLong
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  1
Lynne & Craig Lounsbury (20 years)

  5
Barbara & James Fair (46 years)

13
Dennis & Sara Jane Beshore (41 years)

28
Warren & Janice Reinhart (4 years)
If your name or the name of someone
you know didn’t appear on this list,
we apologize and hope you will let
us know so we can make the
necessary corrections. Thank you.

Three-Month Worship Schedule




October



    5
10:00
AM
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost—Holy Communion (G)






▪ World Communion Sunday




*12
10:00
AM
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (G)




  19
10:00
AM
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost (G)




*26
10:00
AM
Day of Reformation—Holy Communion (R)






November



    2
10:00
AM
All Saints’ Sunday—Holy Communion (W)



*  9
10:00
AM
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost (G)




  16
10:00
AM
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost (G)




*23
10:00
AM
Christ the King Sunday—Holy Communion (W)







▪ Healing Service (please note date change from October 19th)



  26
  7:00
PM
Thanksgiving Eve Service—Holy Communion (W)







(Hope Lutheran hosts)




  30
10:00
AM
First Sunday of Advent (B)




December



*  7
10:00
AM
Second Sunday of Advent—Holy Communion (B)




  14
10:00
AM
Third Sunday of Advent (B)






▪ Special Music Service




*21
10:00
AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent (B)




*24
Christmas Eve (W)





  5:00
PM
Christmas Eve Family Service—Holy Communion





  9:00
PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—Holy Communion




  28
10:00
AM
First Sunday of Christmas (W)



 
FELLOWSHIP DATES: 

   
 
( * ) Fellowship after worship












             OCTOBER 2014 ACTIVITIES

October Service Assistants & Sponsors

	Date
	Greeters


	Readers
	Acolytes
	Flowers
	Bulletins

	10/5
	Dorothy Turner
	Roy Merkel
	TBD
	Jeannette DeLong
	George & Jeannette DeLong

	10/12
	Erma Gajewski
	Ty Rissmiller
	TBD
	Lucille Jones
	Lucille Jones


	10/19
	Virginia Guinther
	Cindy Rissmiller
	TBD
	The Bailey Family
	Gladys Kline


	10/26
	Denny Beshore
	Gladys Kline
	TBD
	Lloyd & Linda Moyer
	Lloyd & Linda Moyer



ALTAR GUILD:  (volunteer(s) needed)
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS:  George and Jeannette DeLong
SANCTUARY CANDLE:  Lloyd and Linda Moyer
COMMUNION BREAD:  10/5 – George and Jeannette DeLong; 10/26 – Faye Dey
COMMUNION SET-UP:  10/5 – Sara Jane Beshore; 10/26 – Faye Dey
COUNCIL PERSON:  Dawn Wengert, 610-682-7444
(Please sign up on the sheets on the bulletin board where you are able to help. Thank you!)

OCTOBER 2014
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	 
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
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	7:00pm-175th Anniversary Committee Meeting
	
	
	1:00-4:00pm-Fabulous Fall Fling – Lutheran Topton Home

	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Holy Communion
	
	6:30pm-Bells
7:30pm-Choir
	Pastor Ruth away until October 26th
	
	
	

	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Fellowship

1:00pm-Fleetwood Community Crop Walk
	7:00pm-Finance Committee Meeting
Columbus Day
	6:30pm-Bells

7:30pm-Choir
	11:30am-Fellowship Luncheon at Janelle’s
7:00-8:30pm-“Journeys through Grief” support group, St. John’s UCC
	
	
	

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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	5:30-7:30pm-Loaves and Fishes meal

6:30pm-Bells

7:30pm-Choir
	
	
	
	4:00-7:00pm-Spaghetti Dinner

	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	

	Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost/Reformation Sunday
▪ Holy Communion

▪ Fellowship
	7:00pm-Council Meeting
	6:30pm-Bells

7:30pm-Choir
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	PLEASE NOTE: The date for the Council Meeting has been changed to October 27.


New Jerusalem Lutheran Church ■ 27 Lyons Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522-9724 ■ Phone: 610-682-6064 ■Email: njelchurch@windstream.net
  Autumn is a second spring


where every leaf is a flower.


	       - Albert Camus





“Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, and


leave the rest to God.”


          		 - attributed to Ronald Reagan








